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Financial Assistance

Conservation Programs



EQIP offers financial and technical assistance 

to agriculture producers to promote agriculture 

production and environmental quality as 

compatible goals.

Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP)



▪ No minimum acreage size or amount of  practice units.

▪ No caps to restrict participation against large or small operations.

▪ Average Non-Farm Adjusted Gross Income is less than $900,000 for 
Conservation Programs.  

▪ Payment limitation is $450,000 for the current farm bill’s life.  

▪ No restrictions on the number of  applications submitted by a participant.

▪ Payment method used will be the Payment Rate (PR) which reflects 
increases in agricultural input costs.  

▪ Higher payment rate for historically underserved.

EQIP Guidelines



▪ New program designed to be an all encompassing 

program focused project.

▪ Uses EQIP, CSP, ACEP-WRE and ACEP-ALE 

programs.

▪ Addresses a multitude of  resource concerns.

Regional Conservation Partnership 

Program  (RCPP)



Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP)

▪ CSP pays farmers who are improving conservation treatment on

their working lands.

▪ Encourages the continuation of  practices that benefit soil, water

and air resources.

▪ A person or legal entity cannot receive CSP payments

exceeding $200,000 during any five-year period.



ACEP – Agricultural Land 

Easement (ALE)

▪ Helps landowners restore and protect grassland, including 

rangeland and pastureland, and certain other lands, while 

maintaining the areas as grazing lands. 

▪ Program emphasis is on support for grazing operations, plant 

and animal biodiversity, and grasslands under the greatest threat of  

conversion.

▪ Enrollment options:
– Permanent easements



ACEP - Wetlands Reserve
Easement (WRE)

A voluntary, non-regulatory, incentive-based 
program that helps private landowners, farmers 
and ranchers protect and restore wetlands on their 
property. 

Enrollment options:
• Permanent easements 
• 30-year easements
• 10 – year restoration agreement 



National Ranking Tool

Four evaluation categories contribute to the overall 

score:

1.  Cost effectiveness

2.  National priorities

3.  State issues

4.  Local issues







Beginning Farmer/Rancher

▪ Has not operated a farm or ranch or someone who has operated a 
farm or ranch for not more than 10 consecutive years. This 
requirement applies to all members of  an entity.

▪ Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of  the 
farm or ranch.

Socially Disadvantaged Farmer/Rancher
▪ A member of  a socially disadvantaged group whose members 

have been subjected to racial or ethnic prejudice because of  their 
identity as members of  the group without regard to their 
individual qualities.



Veteran Farmer/Rancher

▪ Has not operated a farm or ranch or someone who has operated a 

farm or ranch for not more than 10 consecutive years. This 

requirement applies to all members of  an entity.

▪ Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of  the 

farm or ranch.

▪ Must be identified as a Beginning Farmer/Rancher

▪ A veteran farmer or rancher that is not considered a Beginning 

Farmer/Rancher does not meet the requirements of  the Farm Bill 

designated “Veteran Farmer/Rancher.” 









"In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of  Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations 

and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering 

USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender 

identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 

income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 

activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 

Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. Persons with disabilities who require 

alternative means of  communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign 

Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 

and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program 

information may be made available in languages other than English. To file a program discrimination complaint, 

complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program 

Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter 

all of  the information requested in the form. To request a copy of  the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. 

Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of  Agriculture, Office of  the 

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: 

(202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, 

employer, and lender."
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